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When you have 
finished with your 
natural cotton 
clothes, they can be

recycled 
or remade into 
something new.

 
 
Gee, this cotton is 
so soft, cool and it 
feels good to have 
something natural 
near my skin.

The fabric is 
cut into pattern 
pieces and sewn 
into clothes such 
as T-shirts, socks, 
and jeans.

Machines join the yarns 
together to make fabric.

At the gin, machines separate 
the bale into fluffy cotton 
(ginned cotton) from the 
cotton seed (fuzzy seed). 

The ginned 
cotton is 
shipped from 
Australia 
to spinners 
overseas.

The cotton that is 
harvested is put into 
bales and sent to the 
gin on trucks.

When the cotton bolls 
are fully opened, the 
cotton is harvested 
with big mechanical 
pickers. 

Farmers control pests 
that attack cotton plants, 
just like when bugs attack 
a veggie patch at home. 
Farmers encourage ‘good 
insects’ like ladybirds and 
use special cotton plants to 
repel bad insects. 

Cotton plants are  
only watered when  
they are thirsty  
and need it. 
Some are only  
watered by  
the rain.

Cotton seeds are planted 
and grow naturally on a 
plant. All the plant needs 
to grow is the sun, healthy 
soil, just enough water and 
a caring cotton farmer.

GROWING

Removes any 
remaining knots or 
tangles or anything 
that is not cotton lint.

CARDING

Cotton of superior 
quality is combed to 
remove the short fibres 
which leaves the finer, 
stronger, smoother fibres.
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The cotton fibres are 
twisted together to 
make a longer, stronger 
fibre called yarn.
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DYEING What colour of the 
rainbow would you 
like your clothes?

COTTON CLASSROOM
Cotton Australia’s Cotton Classroom site  
has information, lessons, units, education kits,  
classroom videos, presentations and much more.

http://cottonaustralia.com.au/cotton-classroom

Photographs courtesy: Pete Johnson and Julie Reardon.  Illustrations: Liz Grant


